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The enthusiasm of the children and the teachers for the new classes \\*;is undoubted, but (lis;ippointmont awaited them :
1SS7.— H.M. .Inspector gave us the greatest Mow: he came expecting to find exceptional intelligence, and inspected in away which was in itself a. lesson, but which was entirely unexpected by the teachers. The children did not- do well, and then, to crown our troubles, the: Department, refused the grant because the introduction of technical subjects into the time-table had been illegal. I Doubtless the children will do hotter, and the refusal of the Department; will be got over, but meantime the school is a martyr to a sense of duty.
The next yar things looked brighter.
1SSS.—The schools have, won from the. Inspector a good report/. They are, though, still far belo\v the. standard wo aspire to reach, a standard much higher than that of the .Board Schools. We believe that, even under the cruel oppression of the (-ode, it might be possible to make learning attractive, and to develop intelligence, and we are determined not to think of 'passing 1.00 per cent, if we can succeed in putting life- into school work. . . New methods of teaching have been inl rodueod into the lower standards of the boys, reading is taught, without books, find the attempt is made to evolve rattier than to impose a can*, for order. Special lessons are still given by voluntary teachers in such subjects as geography, physiology, and French, and the scripture lessons are taken by the clergy.
Indeed it was the freedom to ma/ko experiments that was an important factor in my husband's decision to maintain Church :-'ehools on voluntary gifts, after the nation had
M;-'sume«l  the iv: punsibility of education.
! s7<>. -The examination by outsiders, not (government oflieials, the intercourse which grows up between ourselves and the children's parents, the opportunities we have of teaching (Mrs. Barnett, rny colleague;!, or myself give a Bible or special subject lesson every day), are sonic of the ends for which 1 think it worth while to keep the- school in our own. hands, though .1. do so in no antagonism to the. School Board.
Neil her did 1 ho many disappointments which marked nine yearn of work quench his ardour to basci our schools on a
system of co-operation......-co-operation between managers,
parents, and teachers, and co-operation between teachers